
Qabla usbû‘in uqîmat ¶alâtu l-jumu‘a fî Aya 
#ûfiyâ li awwali marratin mundhu waqtin 
†awîl. Wa bi dhâlika rufi‘a l-khiziyu ‘ani l-mas-
jid wa l-madîna wa l-balad wa l-muslimîn.

As-sul†ân Muªammadi l-fâtiª fataªa l-qus†an-
†îniyya (Istanbul), wa wajada Aya #ûfiyâ fî 
ªâlatin mudhriya. Kâna l-makânu l-muqaddas 
li n-na¶ârâ l-urthudhux qad tamma takhrîbuhu 
mina l-kâthûlîk, wa marra ‘alayhi mâ’atu ‘âmin 
bidûni s-sti‘mâl. Wa ka fâtiªin kânâ yaªiqqu li 
s-sul†âni an yastawlî ‘alâ hâdha l-makâni l-mu-
qaddas, wa lâkinnahu lam yaf‘ala dhâlik. Bal 
sa’ala l-jamâ‘ati l-urthudhuxiyya an yabî‘ûhu 
Aya #ûfiyâ, fa wâfaqû ‘alâ dhâlika bi ªamâs.

Fa sh-shtarâ s-sul†ânu Aya #ûfiyâ wa a¶laªahâ
wa ja‘alaha ka masjidin waqfan ilâ yawmi l-qi-
yâma, wa la‘ana man ista‘malaha fî ghayri mâ 
ûqifat lah.

wa li muddati tis‘îna sana tamma tajâhula 
shurû†i s-sul†ân, wa sumiªa li n-nâsi bi d-duk-
hûli wa lam yusmaª bi ¶-¶alâti fîh.

Wa l-’âna ‘âdat ilâ ªâliha l-qadîm al-ladhî 
ûqifat min ajlih, wa rufi‘a l-khiziyu ‘ani l-mus-
limîn. – Alªamdu li l-llâh.

A week ago, for the first time in a long time, 
Friday prayer was held in the Aya Sofia, thus 
removing a curse from the mosque, the city, 
the country and Muslims in general. 

Sultan Mohammed al-Fatih had conquered 
Constantinople (Istanbul) and found the Aya 
Sofia in a terrible state. The sanctuary of the 
Orthodox Christians had been devastated by 
the Catholics and had been unused for a hund-
red years. As conqueror, the Sulten could have 
simply annexed the sanctuary. But he did not 
do that. Instead, he asked the Orthodox com-
munity if they would sell him the Aya Sofia, 
which they agreed to with great enthusiasm.

So the Sultan bought the Hagia Sophia, Aya So-
fia, renovated it, declared it a Waqf until yamil 
l-qiama, and put a curse on those who would 
use the place in any other way than this.

For ninety years the Sultan‘s order had been 
ignored, all kinds of people were allowed to 
enter, only prayers had been forbidden. 

Now finally it was returned to a use it had had 
for several hundred years, and the curse was 
taken away from the Muslims. – Al-Hamdu li-
llah.   
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