Kutba 2020-07-31 Aya Sufiya

Qabla usbi‘in uqimat salatu l-jumu‘a fi Aya
Safiya li awwali marratin mundhu waqtin
tawil. Wa bi dhalika rufi‘a I-khiziyu ‘ani -mas-
jid wa l-madina wa l-balad wa l-muslimin.

As-sultan Muhammadi l-fatih fataha l-qustan-
tiniyya (Istanbul), wa wajada Aya Sufiya fi
halatin mudhriya. Kana l-makanu l-muqaddas
li n-nasara l-urthudhux qad tamma takhribuhu
mina |-kathalik, wa marra ‘alayhi ma2’atu ‘amin
bidani s-sti‘mal. Wa ka fatihin kana yahiqqu li
s-sultani an yastawli ‘ala hadha l-makani l-mu-
qaddas, wa lakinnahu lam yaf‘ala dhalik. Bal
sa’ala I-jama‘ati l-urthudhuxiyya an yabi‘ahu
Aya Sufiya, fa wafaqa ‘ala dhalika bi hamas.

Fa sh-shtara s-sultanu Aya Sufiya wa aslahaha
wa ja‘alaha ka masjidin waqfan ila yawmi l-qi-
yama, wa la‘ana man ista‘malaha fi ghayri ma

ugqifat lah.

wa li muddati tis‘Ina sana tamma tajahula
shurtti s-sultan, wa sumiha li n-nasi bi d-duk-
hali wa lam yusmah bi s-salati fih.

Wa l-’ana ‘adat ila haliha l-qadim al-ladh1
ugqifat min ajlih, wa rufi‘a I-khiziyu ‘ani l-mus-
limin. — Alhamdu li 1-11ah.

A week ago, for the first time in a long time,
Friday prayer was held in the Aya Sofia, thus
removing a curse from the mosque, the city,
the country and Muslims in general.

Sultan Mohammed al-Fatih had conquered
Constantinople (Istanbul) and found the Aya
Sofia in a terrible state. The sanctuary of the
Orthodox Christians had been devastated by
the Catholics and had been unused for a hund-
red years. As conqueror, the Sulten could have
simply annexed the sanctuary. But he did not
do that. Instead, he asked the Orthodox com-
munity if they would sell him the Aya Sofia,
which they agreed to with great enthusiasm.

So the Sultan bought the Hagia Sophia, Aya So-
fia, renovated it, declared it a Waqf until yamil
l-qiama, and put a curse on those who would
use the place in any other way than this.

For ninety years the Sultan‘s order had been
ignored, all kinds of people were allowed to

enter, only prayers had been forbidden.

Now finally it was returned to a use it had had
for several hundred years, and the curse was

taken away from the Muslims. — Al-Hamdu li-
11ah.



